212.   LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHAR1

Monday, March 24, 1924

MY DEAR RAJAGOPALACHARI,

The son has begun before the father. That is as it should be.
You can see how the discovery has preyed on my mind.

I had a long chat with Natarajan1 and Jayakar. They are
coming again tomorrow. I wish I could write out the statement2
and let you see it before it goes to the Press. I shall make an
effort but may fail. The uninvited visitors take away much of my
time. I am trying to cope with the evil.

Tours,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat : S.N. 8577

213.   LETTER TO K. G. REKHADE

POST ANDHERI,
March 25, 1924

DEAR MR.  REKHADE,

I have your letter. I do not think you will be satisfied with
the Ashram life in Sabarmati. All attention there is today con-
centrated upon the development of hand-spinning and hand-weav-
ing. The literary side of the Ashram takes the background. Though,
therefore, there is a very good library attached to the Ashram, I
cannot say that the atmosphere is favourable for philosophical
studies. One cannot be reading and thinking whilst all around
one are away working for all that they are worth. The Ashram
has been given that turn because I am convinced that we have
had an overdose of philosophical and political studies. The faculty
of working with our hands and feet is all but atrophied. An at-
tempt is being made at the Ashram to revive the taste for hand
labour. Nor is it possible at the Ashram to provide for your

l K. Natarajan
* This was presumably one on Council-entry and Hindu-Muslim unity
which Gandhiji was contemplating at the time.